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■ By T.R. Reid 

' WMhIn»tonPo«t SUfl Writer . 

-;:The terrorist activities by members 
of the Hanafl Muslim sect here have 
revived the ageold debate over gov- 
ernment surveillance of private citi* 
sens. -i 

.Some p.C. police officials and one 
member of , Congress complained yes-’ 
iiterday that restrictions on intelU- 
^ gence-fi^thering activities had jum- 
pered police in dealing with the Mus- 
lim terrorists. . - 

Officers said they had maintained 
extensive Intelligence files on Muslim 
sects, Ihcluding the Hanafis, until 
about 1974. They said the files were 
destroyed in the wake of sharp public 
criticism of police surveillance of po- 
litical and racial groups. 

An official in the Metropolitan Po- 
lice intelligence unit said the lack of 
intelligence had hindered police in 



their^tfemp’ts to.hegotlate with 
n^ leaders. ' ; i 

Jlep. Larry McDonald (IKla.) ^eht 
further, charging in a speech on the 
H^se flwr that the Hanafis’ success- 
•f f^seiztfre of three building was **a 
- direct result of toej^ack of advance in- 
V fo^aUon” police obuld have obtained 
3^ from ongoing serr^llance. / ’• . . . 

p.C. City Councilxnah JuUua ^Hob- 
i^soh, himself a target of police sorvdl- 
^lanc(sin ]the^;i9^, dl^ ^ a 

^ “It’s ^'“WdieuloUB — every time this 
Jbappenilg^ey’re going to say they 
■ have to jyart that business again,” 
Hobson said. “It’s fascist; it’s like liv- 
ing in Naisl Germany, where they 
watch you all the time.” 

'The Metropolitan Police, the. FBI, ^ 
and the now-defunct House Internal 
, Security.;^Committee were all watching 
the various Muslim sects in the 1960s 
and early 1970s, officials said. 
Surveuiance aimed directly; at the 
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Hanafi gi*oup Was stepped up follow- 
ing the 1973. murders of seven mem- 
bers of the Hanafi, sect by Black Mus- 
lims. A D.C. police official said about 
six intelligence agents gathered mas- 
sive files on the group, to help predict 
specific acts of retaliation the Hanafis 
were believed to be planning. 

Herb Romerstein, a former investi- 
gator for the House committee, said 
the committee investigated the Ha- 
nafis and other Muslim groups in 
1973. 

Romerstein also said that a D.C. po- 
lice informant had infiltrated the sect 
in the early 197(fe, but was withdrawn 
following the outcry over surveillance 
operations. 

Police officials would not comment 
on that claim yc^erday. Thomas Her- 
lihy, a retired D.C. policeman who 


headed the intelligence unit until 
1973, said he couldn’t discuss the Ha- 
nafi surveillance. 

“That’s too hot to handle,” Herlihy 
said. 

Such activities have always caused 
tension. Police say intelligence-gather- 
people from potential criminals. Civil 
ing is essential to protect innocent 
libertarians say the Invasion of pri- 
vacy that surveillance implies is as of- 
fensive as the criminal activtiy it is 
supposed to prevent. 

Critics of intelligence operations 
also say that secret surveillance is one 
of the most expensive and least pro- 
ductive of investigative techniques. 

A report issued by the Metropolitan 
lance activities supported the critics 
Police in 1975 on their own surveil- 
on the point. 

The report said that voluminous 


intelligence files gathered by .police 
on civil rights and antiwar^, Mups 
here contained “much materi^ 5 . . 
which did not prove relevant to subse- 
quent police investigations.” 

Assistant Chief Theodore Zankers, 
after his own review of the ‘depart- 
ment’s intelligence files, character!^ 
them as “mostly Junk.” 

One of the subjects of surveiU^ce 
in 1960s, and a sharp critic of ' fte 
practice when it was revealed, ^#as 
City Councilman Marlon Barry, wo 
was wounded Wednesday by a gun- 
man in the District Building, j ^ 
Interviewed at Washington Hospital 
Center, Barry said he didn’t wantjto 
comment on the curtailment of -'W- 
veillance of the sect. "Anything Titey 
might inflame them,” Barry saidj^ 
Washington Post staff writers 
Armstrong and Louise Reid contributed 
to this article. f. 


